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Honorary Chair - Mr Jim Gray 
 
As Honorary Chair of the ALS Society of Alberta, I am very pleased to send 
my best wishes along to the volunteers, staff and most importantly those 
individuals living with and affected by ALS. 
 
The mission of the ALS Society is to make each day the best possible day 
for people living with and affected by ALS. This year marks the twenty first 
year the Society has been active in providing supports and services across 
Alberta.   
 
Thank you to all of the countless volunteers, donors and staff who have 
blessed the Society with their dedication and commitment to raising aware-
ness, providing hope and finding a cure for this devastating disease.   
 
 
 
 
James K. Gray, O.C., A.O.E. 

 
Message from our Honorary Chair 



 
What is ALS? 

 
 
 
ALS stands for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, sometimes called Lou  
Gehrig’s disease. It is a rapidly progressive and fatal neuromuscular disease 
that is characterized by the degeneration of a select group of nerve cells 
and pathways (motor neurons) in the brain and spinal cord. This loss of 
motor neurons leads to progressive paralysis of the voluntary muscles. 
Since breathing is controlled voluntarily by the chest muscles, death usually 
occurs when the chest muscles are no longer able to help the lungs achieve 
adequate oxygenation. Generally, there is little impairment to the brain or 
the senses.  
 
Our vision 
Our vision is to make each day the best possible day for people living with 
and affected by ALS. We achieve our vision by providing support, facilitat-
ing the provision of care, promoting awareness, helping find a cure and ad-
vocating for change.  
 
Our services 
 Quality care and support to those affected by ALS 
 Information and referrals 
 Equipment 
 Information to build awareness and advocacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from Chair and Executive  
Director 

2007 was another year of extraordinary achievements for the ALS Society 
of Alberta, its staff, volunteers and all those who are connected to the Soci-
ety in so many ways. 
 
A major project of the past year is the development of our Strategic Plan, 
which will guide our activities and initiatives for the next five years.  Thank 
you to everyone who participated in creating the plan.  We were very hum-
bled by your messages that identified the high level of support provided by 
our dedicated staff, and the need to continue and increase the support and 
equipment offered to those affected by ALS.  In response to many com-
ments received through the Strategic Planning process, we will also con-
tinue to increase public awareness of the devastating impact ALS has on in-
dividuals, family members and entire communities of people who interact 
with people living with ALS.  We will also continue to support national re-
search through our contributions to ALS Canada.  Contributions that come 
as a result of the amazing efforts of our volunteer committees who organize 
the 9 Walks for ALS that take place throughout the province, and Betty’s 
Run in Calgary.  In 2007, ALS Alberta contributed over $330,000 to ALS 
Research, the highest amount of any province in the country. 
 
The skills and devotion of the volunteers of the ALS Society of Alberta are 
well recognized throughout the country.  The ALS Canada Awards Cere-
mony was recently held in Toronto, in conjunction with the Annual General 
Meeting of ALS Canada, and the National Research Symposium.  Volunteers 
from Alberta were honoured for their work in fundraising, organizing the 
Walk for ALS and leadership.  With this kind of skill and commitment work-
ing for and with us, ALS Alberta and the people we serve are in good hands. 
The ALS Society of Alberta is truly a community of staff, volunteers, donors, 
partners and individuals living with and affected by ALS.  It is a community 
of people who generously share their gifts wherever and whenever it is 
needed.  It is a community that we are extremely proud to be a part of. 

 

 

            Chair       Executive Director 



 
Highlights 

2007 Walks – A year to remember 
 
The annual Walks for ALS were once again held all 
over the province. 8 locations participated and 
raised over $300,000! Walks were held in Edmon-
ton, Red Deer, Cold Lake, Lloydminster, Grande 
Prairie, Manning, Lethbridge and Medicine Hat. 
Over 1400 people walked for ALS all across Alberta 
to raise awareness and funds for client services and 
ALS research. These Walks were made so success-
ful by the hard work and dedication of countless 
volunteers in each location. Thank you so much for 
everything you have done! 
 
 

Making Betty Proud! 
 
The 11th annual Betty’s Run for ALS was one for the 
record books! The Run raised over $500,000 for client 
services and ALS research. It was extremely well at-
tended, with over 1400 walkers and runners. It was a 
beautiful day to come together and honour those who 
are living and have lived with ALS. Thanks to the 
Betty’s Run committee for making the day such a 
great success! 

 
The Betty Norman Research Fellowship 
 
In 2007, Betty’s Run contributed $216,000 to ALS research.  In recognition 
of the significant contributions of the Betty’s Run for research, in 2007, ALS 
Canada named a two-year Clinical Fellowship at the University of Alberta 
ALS Clinic in the name of Betty Norman.  The two-year fel-
lowship emphasizes ALS clinical care and research.  It focuses 
on several areas including clinical expertise and leadership, 
teaching and research.  This is the first ever fellowship in Al-
berta dedicated to ALS research.  



 
Highlights 

Good eats 
Many people in the Red Deer area were treated to some extravagant din-
ners cooked by Bo Todd who owns Bo’s Bar and Grill. Bo holds a charity 
event three times a year to support the ALS Society of Alberta. Bo cooks a 
fantastic 5 course meal that is paired with great wines! 
 
ALS – From the heart 
The first annual “From the Heart” fundraiser was held this year in Calgary. 
The evening was filled with great entertainment and fantastic silent auction 
items. The event raised over $10,000 for the ALS Society of Alberta. 
Thanks to Linda McMurray for all her hard work which made the first year 
so successful! 
 
Dining in style 
The annual Lloydminster dinner and silent auction was held again in April. 
The event was incredibly well attended with over 500 people. The guests 
were entertained by a theatrical production and got the chance to bid on 
some fantastic items! Special thanks to Colleen Christie who organized this 
event for the 9th year in a row! 
 
A sweet tooth for ALS 
Rick Gray continues to support ALS by selling delicious chocolate covered 
almonds and donating proceeds to the ALS Society of Alberta! Rick raised 
over $60,000 in 2007 for ALS!  Thank you Rick! 
 
Supporting our Champions 
ALS Alberta has recently launched a program which allows children of par-
ents with ALS the opportunity to participate in fun activities such as hockey 
camps, field trips or even university education by giving financial aid to all 
children under 18 who are in need. This year over $13,000 was awarded  
and for the first time, two university education bursaries were granted!  
 
Driving hard for ALS 
Once again people from all over Calgary came together to tee off for ALS at 
the Charitee Golf Tournament. The tournament, now in its 6th year, was 
held once again at the Pinebrook Golf and Country Club and raised an 
amazing $100,000 again! Many thanks to the fantastic committee who en-
sure that everyone has a great time! 



 
Awards 

ALS Canada Awards 
 
Greg, Beth and Vince LeBlanc – Mary Pollock Walk Award 
 
Mark LeBlanc battled ALS for 5 years and passed away peacefully in 2006. 
His brother and parents have been run-
ning the Walk for ALS in Red Deer ever 
since. The LeBlanc’s, with the help of 
their committee, have increased the 
number of walkers and the amount raised 
exponentially. They have managed to 
double the profits from 2006 raising over 
$100,000 in 2007! Their dedication, sup-
port and gentle nature makes them truly 
remarkable people. They were awarded 
the Mary Pollock Walk Award for out-
standing Walk contributions by the ALS 
Society of Canada. 
 
Charitee Golf Tournament for ALS (Gerry Stotts and Dan 
Huras) – Exceptional Fundraising Award – Third Party 
 
The Charitee Golf Tournament for ALS is an annual event that has raised in 
excess of $700,000 for ALS research and the ALS Society of Alberta client 
services and equipment. The first tournament was held in 1998 in honour of 
Evelyn Bell, who was living with ALS. The tournament now boasts a large 
committee who help make the day such a success. In 2007 alone $100,000 
was raised! The committee won the award for exceptional fundraising in a 
third party event.  
 
 

(Left to right—Karen Caughey—ED, ALS Alberta, 
Jane Rivest—ALS Alberta, Gerry Stotts, Dan 
Huras, Cathy Martin—Board, ALS Alberta) 

(Left to right—Vince LeBlanc, Beth LeBlanc, 
Katherine Pollock (Mary Pollock’s Daughter) 



Cathy Martin – William Fraser Leadership Award 
 
In 2003, Cathy started volunteering with the ALS Society of Alberta with 
the Walk for ALS in Edmonton.  She then stepped up to chair the committee 
and built a solid foundation for the Edmonton Walk to take off from. This 
year the Edmonton Walk raised over $145,000. Cathy has been a member 
of the Board of Directors of the ALS Society of Alberta for 5 years and is 
now the Chair. Cathy’s ability to mediate, understand and be compassion-
ate is unmatched by anyone. Her drive and determination to support the 
Society, while making all those around her feel appreciated and supported 
is truly remarkable. Cathy was awarded the William Fraser Leadership 
Award for outstanding leadership in the Society. 

 
Awards 

(Left to right—Tara Pentney, Board—ALS Albert, 
Cathy Martin, Karen Caughey ED—ALS Alberta,  ) 



 
Treasurer's Report 

 
Year Ended December 31, 2007  

 
2007 was another solid year for the Society.  Revenues increased approxi-
mately 7% from 2006 to over $1.7 million for 2007 due mainly to higher 
revenues from Betty's Run and Walk for ALS, two key events for the Soci-
ety.   These, along with other significant fundraising activities that our staff 
and volunteers passionately and tirelessly work on, help to fund the impor-
tant work that the Society does. 
 
The Society's three highest expense categories are Client Services, Re-
search Expenses, and Amortization, reflecting our mission of making every-
day the best possible day for people with ALS by providing support, facili-
tating the provision of care, promoting awareness and helping find a cure.   
At year end, the Society was in a strong financial position with almost 
$1,000,000 in cash and cash equivalents which will allow the Society 
to meet its cash flow needs until major fundraising activities start up again 
in Q2 2008.  
 
Congratulations to our staff and volunteers!  Your hard work has paid off in 
2007 and you make a difference everyday in the lives of people with 
ALS.  Keep up the great work! 
 
On another note, I am sorry to say that this will be my last Treasurer's re-
port.  I have truly enjoyed my time with the Society and would like to 
thank the Board for giving me this opportunity.  I'd like to convey my sin-
cere best wishes to everyone, and I am confident that a cure will be found 
for ALS soon.  
 
 
Candice Li  
Treasurer  



 
Financial Statements 





















 
Board of Directors & Staff 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Chair -   Cathy Martin 
 
Past Chair -   Tim Stauft 
 
Vice - Chair -   Tara Pentney 
 
Treasurer -   Candice Li 
 
Secretary -   Mark Stauft 
 
Directors -   Ron Chiovetti 
   Olga Maciejewski 
   Jan Desrosiers 
   Hank Geerlof 
   Dave Williams 
   Norm Pollock 

ALS Society of Alberta 
Suite 400, 320 23rd Ave SW 

Calgary, Alberta, T2S 0J2 
 

(403) 228-3857 
1-888-309-1111 

www.alsab.ca 
 

Charitable No. 12063 0827 RR0001 

 
 Staff 

 
Executive Director -  Karen Caughey 
 
Client Services  
Coordinator South -  Jane Rivest 
 
Client Equipment -  Lauren Milburn 
 
Manager, Resource  
Development and  
Communication -  Rahael Chester 
 
Office Coordinator -  Yulia Eskin 
 
Client Services,  
Southern Alberta -  Janice  Zoeteman 
 
Manager, North 
Region -   Patricia Ordynec 
 
Administration/  
Volunteer Services 
Coordinator -  Phyllis Javorsky 
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