Karaoke-a-thon or Karaoke contest

Concept:

This idea will work best if you, someone you know, or your school owns karaoke equipment. The equipment is very expensive so be sure that you trust the other people who will be using it to respect the property of others. This event can be set up in more than one way - just use your imagination. You could have a contest for the best karaoke performance by an individual or group or you could have an ‘open mike’ karaoke event or one in which a small fee is charged for each singer. Depending on the number of ‘karaoke-ers’ and the owner of the equipment, you may want to have the event at someone’s house, the school gym, or a community hall. You may be able to raise funds by charging admission to watch the event and/or registration fees to perform in the event. 

Communication:
1. Before starting with the event planning, you should share this idea with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and get their permission. 

2. Next, contact the ALS Society of Alberta and let Wayne Steer hear about your idea (403-228-3857).  The Society needs to know about fundraisers that are not planned by the Society and requires that a short form be completed and signed by an adult before the fundraiser can be officially approved by the Society. 

3. If you would like to have the event be a school-based fundraiser, you will definitely want to share your idea with your principal and possibly the music teacher or choir director at your school. You will need permission from the appropriate administrators before you can continue with the planning of a school event. 

4. Let your friends know what is going on. A good way to do this is through writing the details down for everyone, creating posters and even brochures. If parents have questions they can refer to these details or contact you personally. Printing ALS information sheets is a good way to let others know why you want to be a part of Youth AnnihiLateS ALS. 

Cost:

The cost of this event depends on many factors. Try to hold it somewhere that will not charge you a fee for the space such as your school. A cost might be associated to prizes if you are handing out awards for best, worst, funniest and ‘sounds most like the original artist’ awards. You could print certificates for the various judging categories. Microsoft Publisher has a program to make designing certificates. If you have no access to karaoke equipment you might consider renting it. The equipment is quite expensive and can cost $200-250 for a four-hour rental, so this route is really not recommended unless you are anticipating a very high turnout.  

Do you have your own great ideas for how Youth AnnihiLateS ALS? Email them to Wayne Steer at wayne@alsab.ca to possibly see your idea and name on this website.

