Skate-A-Thon / Boarding Contest

Concept: 

Youth are invited to participate in a skateboarding contest or a skate-a-thon to raise funds for the ALS Society of Alberta. Funds can be raised by charging an entry fee to participants, a fee for onlookers, and/or through a collection of pledges from skateboarding participants. As safety is of primary concern, participants should be required to wear appropriate equipment including a helmet and knee and elbow pads. To protect the organizer, the location management, and the ALS Society of Alberta from legal responsibility, injury waiver forms should be signed by all participants over 18 years of age and by the parent(s)/guardian(s) of all underage participants. The City of Calgary has its own waiver form that it requires users of its skate parks to sign. The waiver form can be found at http://www.gov.calgary.ab.ca/skatepark /pg_safety_waivers.html. Qualified Skate Park supervision is sometimes provided by the City of Calgary at Shaw Millennium Park and, at minimum, one adult should provide additional supervision for every four participating youth. Depending on the event location, permits may need to be obtained.   

Communication:

1. Before starting with the event planning, you should share this idea with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and get their permission. 

2. Next, contact the ALS Society of Alberta and let Wayne Steer hear about your idea (403-228-3857).  The Society needs to know about fundraisers that are not planned by the Society and requires that a short form be completed and signed by an adult before the fundraiser can be officially approved by the Society. 

3. The people at Shaw Millennium Park want to hear your idea too. Email them at Calgaryskateparks@calgary.ca and be sure to include your name, email address and phone number. 

4. It would be a good idea to tell your principal about what you are going to do if you plan on recruiting skater participants at school. 

5. Once you have the details figured out, start letting other skaters know what you are planning. Print off event 4-1-1 sheets and ALS information sheets to hand out to people you think would be interested. The 4-1-1 sheets will probably be used by your friends to convince their parents to let them participate so include as many details as possible. Also you could let the parents know if you are looking for more adult volunteers to supervise the event. 

Cost: 

You may want to have some prizes to hand out to participants at the event. Prizes may be donated by local establishments, start by asking people you know who might be able to donate something. Suggested prizes include: 


· $10 gift certificate to a local fast food establishment

· T-shirt

· Coupon for an ice-cream cake or donuts

· Movie ticket(s)

· Stickers for skateboards

· Go-carting pass

· Temporary tattoos 

· Homemade baking (you might be able to talk mom or dad into this one!)

Contact Information: 

Shaw Millennium Park 

Email: calgaryskateparks@gov.calgary.ab.ca
Phone (403) 268-3888 

Write to:

The City of Calgary, 
Recreation #63, 
Skate Park Coordinator, 
PO Box 2100, Station M, 
Calgary AB T2P 2M5 

Have your own great ideas for how Youth AnnihiLateS ALS? Email them to Wayne Steer at wayne@alsab.ca to possibly see your idea and your name on this website.

Sample Waiver Form:

This agreement is in reference to the skateboarding event on ___(date)____, at _____(location)_____, organized by ___(youth organizer’s name)____ to raise funds and awareness on behalf of the ALS Society of Alberta. This event is a third-party fundraising initiative for which the ALS Society is merely the benefactor. 

In signing this form, I release ___(youth organizer’s name(s))___, the ALS Society of Alberta, the City of Calgary, and other involved organizing  parties from any claims or responsibility for injuries suffered in the course of this event. I knowingly assume all risk associated with participation, even if arising from the negligence of the participants or others, and assume FULL responsibility for my participation. I certify that I am in good physical condition and can participate. Further, I authorize the adult event supervisors and Calgary Skate Park staff to request medical treatment as necessary to insure my well being.  

I further agree to wear the required safety equipment while skateboarding at this event. Required equipment includes a helmet, knee pads and elbow pads. 

Name of Skateboarding Participant:  ______________________

Signature of Skateboarding Participant:  ______________________

Name of parent/guardian (if the participant is under 18): ___________________

Signature of parent/guardian (if the participant is under 18):  ________________

Date:  ________________________

Alberta Health Care Number:  _____________________

Please list any allergies to medication or relevant medical conditions that the participant may have:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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