Teachers VS Students Sports Challenge

Concept: 

This fundraiser can be organized in many different ways. The objectives are to raise funds and have fun! Homeroom classes can compete against each other in a sporting event or a series of activities for a chance to challenge the teachers at the same activity/ies. This can be a fundraiser that the entire school takes part in or it can be scaled down to something that involves one or two classes. This is definitely an event that you need permission to organize. 

Give your event a creative name. Devan McKay, with help and support from her principal, organized a very successful baseball tournament fundraiser at Bishop Pinkham junior high school. The event was held on the last day of school and raised almost $2000! The event was called “The Iron Horse Baseball Tournament” because Lou Gerhig was a famous baseball player who died of ALS and his nickname was “The Iron Horse”. How about “Bat ALS out of the Park”? Your event doesn’t have to be a baseball tournament. It could be a dodge ball game, an obstacle course or even a challenge of the mind like a trivia quiz that asks questions about current teen idols. Devan had help from her friends. Some of her friends helped her raise money by selling popcorn and pop at the event. 

Communication: 

1. Before starting with the fundraising planning, you should share this idea with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and get their permission. 

2. Next, contact the ALS Society of Alberta and let Wayne Steer hear about your idea (403-228-3857).  The Society needs to know about fundraisers that are not planned by the Society and requires that a short form be completed and signed by an adult before the fundraiser can be officially approved by the Society. 

3. Talk to your principal about your idea. You can give your principal Wayne’s contact information if any questions arise about the ALS Society of Alberta or the Youth AnnihiLateS ALS program. You will need the principal’s permission before you can proceed from this point and the Society will need to hear directly from the principal that the initiative is supported by the administration. It would be helpful to either have the principal or a support teacher commit to co-planning this event. 

4. Once you have the details figured out, start letting others know what you are planning. Hopefully your principal or support teacher will be willing to communicate the event details to the teachers at your school of it is going to be a school-wide event. Depending on scope of your event and the arrangements that you have made with your principal or teacher, you may be responsible for a lot of planning and preparation or a only a small part. Recruit your friends, family and classmates to help out, the whole process should be fun – not just the event itself.
Cost: 
Likely there will be little cost associated with this fundraiser although costs of this event are completely dependant on the set up and activities planned. 
Credit to: 

Devan McKay, with help from her principal Dr. Cheryl Oishi of Bishop Pinkham Junior High School. Devan and Dr. Oishi helped raise nearly $2000 at their “Iron Horse Baseball Tournament”. Way to go! A big thanks to Devan, Dr. Oishi, and all the students at Bishop Pinkham Junior High School!

Have your own great ideas for how Youth AnnihiLateS ALS? Email them to Wayne Steer at wayne@alsab.ca to possibly see your idea and your name on this website.

